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FRUIT OF 
BFM
Odali Barros shares about the 
pastor of a church who is fruit of 
BFM's presence in Brazil. 
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TRAINING 
LEADERS
Mike Creiglow reports on his 
recent trip up the Juruã River. 
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DELIGHTING IN 
THE WORD
Ladies in France are expressing 
interest and delight in reading 
God's Word. 
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SPRING 
CONFERENCE
Join us for our Spring Missions 
Conference! Full schedule inside. 
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LIFE CAN BE STRANGE

walk, practical ministry, and 
stu� . But the evening at my house 
was just for fun. You know – eat, 
play games, be goofy, relax, and 
get to know each other better on 
a personal level. Yes, missionaries 
and pastors can be goofy too.   
     We ate a lot, laughed a lot, and 
played some games. We played 
a game called Snorta – a rowdy, 
raucous game involving quickly 
remembering another player’s 

seling and guiding. But pour-
ing into future ministers isn’t 
all study, teaching, and heavy 
theology. It also means some 
fun too. Last week I invited my 
mentoring-group of students to 
my house for the evening (see the 
picture I provided). 
    � is is a small group of stu-
dents that I get together with a 
couple times every week to talk 
about their lives, their spiritual 

     March 10, 2024
     Greetings in the name of Jesus 
Christ,
     Life can be strange, can’t it? 
How o� en do you stop and think 
to yourself, “how in the world 
did I end up here, doing this, at 
this point in my life?” If you’re 
anything like me, then you do 
this o� en. When I was eighteen 
and going to college for the � rst 
time, I never would have thought 
that at � � y-four I would be in 
Africa, teaching at a Bible col-
lege, and pouring my life into 
Bible students and future Kenyan 
ministers. Maybe you are where 
I was thirty-six years ago – not 
thinking about ministry work, 
not thinking about missions, 
not thinking about Africa – only 
thinking about � nishing school, 
making money, and girls. Maybe 
the Lord will lead you in strange 
ways too. Maybe He will lead you 
to the mission � eld where you 
will be doing strange things as 
well.  
     I really do get to pour my life 
into future pastors and ministers. 
Lots of teaching, lots of mentor-
ing and modeling, lots of coun-

animal and making their animal 
sound before they can make your 
animal sound. Sounds dumb, 
and it is, but it’s fun. I thought it 
would be easy, however, there was 
something about Kenyan guys 
that I didn’t know – they don’t 
have cutesy animal noises for ani-
mals. In America, we all know the 
cute animal sounds for various 
animals. Pigs say, “oink, oink.” 
Dogs say, “bow wow.” Ducks 
say, “quack, quack.” Frogs say, 
“ribbit, ribbit.” Mice say, “squeak, 
squeak.” You recognize all those, 
right? Well, in Kenya, as I found 
out, animals don’t say those 
cutesy sounds. So, my Kenyan 
men could only try and make the 
sounds that they actually hear the 
animal say. And, as I found out, 
they all sound the same. Kenya 
pigs say, “hurrrumph.” Kenyan 
dogs say, “harrumph.” Kenyan 
ducks say, “karrrumph.” Kenyan 
frogs say, “gggurrrumph.” And 
Kenyan mice say, “hurrrumph”…
only at a little higher pitch. OK, 
it was crazy, it was fun, and we 
laughed at each other a lot. In 
the end I think God was pleased 
with our little get-together as He 
was probably laughing at us too. 
� ese are good men that I have 

Continued inside
on page 2 - TATE

Fellowship with future pastors and ministers

Roger & Julie 
Tate
rojuta@gmail.com
Mo� at Bible College
P.O. Box 70
Kijabe, Kenya  00220

mailto:rojuta@gmail.com
http://www.bfmnow.org
www.bfmnow.org
https://www.bfmnow.org/life-can-be-strange/
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PRAY FOR OUR
COUNCIL OF DIRECTORS

Terry Adkins  Harold Draper  Philip DuBarry
Benton Glover  Dan Hillard  Kenny Hurst 

Randy Jones  Darrell Messer  David Mitchell
Dave Parks  Mark Pyles  David Pitman

George Sledd  Sheridan Stanton
Jonathan Turner  Steve Wainright

May God give them wisdom and discernment
as they prayerfully make decisions.
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the honor to spend time with and 
help shape them for their future 
ministry of spreading the gospel 
and expanding the kingdom of 
Jesus. Life is strange. Who knew 
part of my ministry in this world 
would involve sitting around a 
table with eight Kenyan guys 
making strange and funny ani-
mals sounds.
     Not so strange is the activity 
I will be involved in tomorrow 
(Sunday). I will be taking another 
group of students (di� erent from 
my mentoring-group) to a town 
about an hour from here, called 
Kinoo. We will be preaching 
and ministering there in Kinoo 
for the day. I will be preaching 
and one of my students who will 
be graduating in July will also 
be preaching. He has the great, 
Biblical name of Abednego. He is 
the only “Abednego” I have ever 
met in my life. You can’t pray for 
us for tomorrow as you will not 
get this newsletter until much 
later, but you can pray that the 
results of the gospel message and 
the proclaiming of the Word of 
God would be far-reaching and 
enduring for all those who hear 
it. 
     Blessings to all,
     Roger, Julie & Chloe

BRAZILIAN PASTORS 
REACHING PEOPLE FOR 
CHRIST

March 9, 2024
Dear friends and family,
Who would have thought 

that a Semi-
nary could 
have gotten 
started for 
the training 
of Brazilian 
Pastors to 
reach their 
people for 
our Lord 
and Savior 
Jesus Christ?! 
H o w e v e r , 
that is what is happening! We 
serve an AWESOME God!!! 
With Him all things are possible! 
“AMEN!”

We had one pastor who had 
signed to do the Doctoral Pro-
gram and I prayed for the Lord 
to double the number of stu-
dents. He did—and now—guess 
what! We now have four pastors 
signed to start the program this 
month—just saying, “What an 
AWESOME God we serve!!”

� e last month we have been 
working on our tickets for travel 
to Brazil this year—boy, has it 
been a mess, for lack of a better 
word. � en “I” must remember 
who is in CONTROL. 

� is trip we will have 5 people 
traveling: two professors, a friend 
named Steve, and Barb and I. 
We are all from di� erent parts 
of the country. We will have sev-
eral di� erent � ights as we will 
be going to a Pastor’s Confer-

ence in Amazonas (and we can’t 
get there from here, so two � ights 
to get there), then another � ight to 
get to the graduation in São Paulo 
for 10 Pastors as they receive their 
Masters of Pastoral Studies. AWE-
SOME!!! And these will be future 
professors for the Seminary. � en 
we will travel to di� erent areas for 

the three di� erent 
pastors to preach in 
di� erent churches. 
God is at work in 
so many differ-
ent areas. Then 
I remind myself, 
“Why not?” Oh me 
of little faith.

Now our prayer 
requests: 

#1) I have com-
pleted most of my 

medical exams and all have come 
back NORMAL. I only lack the 
MRI, which won’t be done until 
April). Also pray for Barbara as she 
is su� ering from vertigo. 

#2) For the trip we will take in 
July as all the connections are criti-
cal with all that is planned. 

#3) As with everything, the 
� nancial part is always a necessity 
for us and the Brazilian Pastors 
involved. 

#4) � e BFM support group on 
whom we depend for these di� er-
ent ministries and Bluegrass Bap-
tist Seminary to go forward.

Each and every one of you are 
a part of our life and our work for 
God here in Brazil. We thank you 
for your love and prayers. Contin-
ue li� ing us up to the Lord as we 
continue working in the � elds for 
the Lord. Know that we love and 
appreciate you. 

In His service, 
Aj and Barbara

TATE
Continued from page 1

AJ & Barbara 
Hensley
ajcaragua@gmail.com
30524 Mimi St
Sebring, FL 33870-0530
859-539-1424 Barb
859-539-2302 Aj

"Each and every 
one of you are 
a part of our life 
and our work 
for God here in 

Brazil."
AJ Hensley

mailto:wainright50@gmail.com
mailto:pdubarry@outlook.com
mailto:grsledd@hotmail.com
http://www.bfmnow
mailto:wainright50@gmail.com
mailto:ajcaragua@gmail.com
https://www.bfmnow.org/brazilian-pastors-reaching-people-for-christ/
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FRENCH LADIES 
EXPRESS INTEREST IN 
READING THE BIBLE

March 18, 2024
Dear Fellow Servants of 

Christ,
Judy and I hope you are enjoy-

ing the Spring of God's creation. 
We are delighted to have you as 
partners in the service of our 
Savior. 

� e past few weeks have been 
an encouragement to us. A good 
illustration are the events of 
our last Bible study in the city 
of L'Union. You may remember 
us mentioning in our last letter 
that the lady who hosts this 
meeting expressed her desire 
to be baptized. 
Typically, the 
Iranian couple 
who never 
misses was not 
there because 
they were host-
ing an extended 
family member 
who lives in 
Iran. � e three 
other ladies at 
these studies are French ladies 
who were drawn to the Bible 
study by what they see in the 
hostess. 

In these meetings, we are 
studying through the Gospel 
of John. We were approaching 
the end of our study of chap-
ter 12 when the ladies began 
asking us many questions. � e 
Good News of Jesus Christ is 
clearly touching the core of 
their beings. One of the last 
who originally presented her-

John Mark & 
Judy Hatcher
JMHatcher@aol.com
2 T Impasse de la Picardie
31830 Plaisance du Touch
France

self as syncretist, appealing to 
eastern religious philosophies, 
is now expressing her delight in 
what she is reading in the Bible. 
Another lady was catechized as 
a child in the Catholic religion 
of her mother and predeces-
sors. She stopped participating 
at the age of 17 because she saw 
no hope in the rituals. She told 
Judy that she bemoans the years 
that she wasted because she did 
not know there was anything 
else. We arrived home from that 
study at 12:30 a.m.! � e follow-
ing day I received a lengthy text 
from her stating that she had 
decided to read the Bible and 
wanting a recommendation 
of where to start and a good 
sequence for reading the books 
of the Old and New Testaments. 

For more 
than a dozen 
years we have 
been having 
well attended 
youth meetings. 
Most of those 
who participate 
are in middle 
school and high 
school. These 
have been very 

e� ective in evangelizing and 
discipling these age groups. Last 
week Philip and Amanda hosted 
the � rst meeting of university-
aged young adults. � ere were 
11 young adults present and the 
meeting went very well. 

Our other regular meetings 
in a half dozen di� erent places 
are going quite well and we are 
greatly encouraged by what 
God is doing. 

With much gratitude,
John and Judy Hatcher

"In these meetings, 
we are studying 

through the Gospel 
of John...the ladies 
began asking us 
many questions. 
The Good News of 

Jesus Christ is clearly 
touching the core of 

their beings."
John Mark Hatcher

Please prayerfully consider helping us 
support our faithful veteran missionaries 
in their senior years by giving a recurring 
generous offering designated for 
“VETERAN MISSIONARIES PENSION FUND.”  

You can do that by simply making your contribution 
to Baptist Faith Missions and designating it for “Pension 
Fund” or “Veteran Missionary Pensioners” or by any-
thing that says “Pension.” We will know what you mean, 
and your o� erings will go directly toward honoring our 
Veteran Missionaries Pensioners who have served our 
Lord and us so faithfully and sacri� cially. 

You can mail your contribution to our Treasurer, 
George Sledd. Or you can give online by going to our 
website and clicking on the gold “GIVE” button. 

When you make your transaction online, you will be 
given the “Recurring option: __Yes! Please register me 
for the recurring program!” 

We pray and hope you will. 

VETERAN 
MISSIONARIES 
PENSION FUND 

"Jesus has given us the greatest 
privilege and joy possible: 

To tell the lost how Jesus, by His 
death, burial, and resurrection, 

can save the vilest sinner."
John A. Hatcher

BFM Missionary to Brazil, 1955-2015

mailto:JMHatcher@aol.com
https://www.bfmnow.org/french-ladies-express-interest-in-reading-the-bible/
https://www.bfmnow.org/meet-your-veteran-missionaries-pensioners-beneficiaries-of-your-founders-month-offerings/
https://portals.icheckgateway.com/BFMNow/
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and getting my boat down to the 
river. We got away a� er 6:00AM. 
Just before 5:00PM we pulled up 
at Foz do Breu on the Peruvian 
border. Our congregation at the 
village there is almost 300 miles 
upstream.

We spent next 3 days with 
our missionary José Costa and 
the congregation there. We held 
a baptism service on Tuesday 
a� ernoon. 

On � ursday we continued on 
into Peru, 
still on 
the Juruá 
R i v e r . 
� is short 
s e c t i o n 
took less 
than an 
hour. For 
the first 
time in a 
long time, 
I was able 
to get 
there without some kind of inter-
ruption. Many times I have had 
to stop to rescue or help some-
body in distress. � e last trip a 
group of Peruvian soldiers’ boat 
had sunk and I hauled them back 
up river to their post.

We spent the next 5 days with 
missionary José Maia and Sil-
vánia. We three pastors spent 
the next 3 days teaching a small 
group of Hunikuim Indians from 
our congregations on the Breu 
River. Let me explain why we had 
to do this training in Peru rather 
than at their villages on the Breu 
River.

We have a large congregation 
on the mid-section of the river 
and preaching points on all the 
middle and lower river. However, 
there are 5 small villages on the 
upper section of the river that we 
had not reached yet. Our Huni-

CREIGLOW
continued from page 8

kuim pastor is in poor health and 
has his hands full taking care of 
the villages where we already 
have a presence. A Pentecostal 
group got into these 5 villages and 
stirred up trouble with the federal 
government. � ey wanted to tell 
the women what kind of clothes 
they have to wear, putting women 
on one side during services and 
men on the other and forbidding 
the Indians of singing or praying 
in their own language. A judge 
heard about this absurdity and 
laid down the law that until fur-
ther investigation no more “white” 

p e o p l e 
a r e 
allowed 
into the 
tribe.

F o r 
t h i s 
reason, 
we had 
the lead-
ers come 
to Peru 
for us 
to teach 

them who and where the Baptist 
came from and what we believe 
(basic doctrines). We also needed 
to inform them of the origins of 
the Pentecostal movement and 
what they believe. We sat around 
a table for 3 days teaching and 
� elding their questions. We were 
pleased to see how Baptist these 
young Hunikuim leaders are.

On the weekend we held ser-
vices for the folks at Tipisca. � e 
building was packed for the 3 
services. � ere were a few saved.

� e river was at mid bank when 
we started our trip. In fact, it was 
the same level all the way, which 
is very rare and a huge blessing. 
� e rains came in a deluge just 
a� er we got there. It rained for 4 
days non-stop. By the time we le�  
8 days later the river was raging 
and out of its banks. � is hap-
pened across the whole state and 

has been hard on the river folks. 
Even so the people came out to 
hear the Word. Some even came 
through chest high water at night. 
Awesome.

In fact, I wish I had space to tell 
you about an Ashaninka Indian 
named Joana who came to visit 

Baptism at Foz do Breu

Missionary José Maia playing his guitar, his wife Silvânia on the keyboard,
and 2 Indian boys on percussion

Mike Creiglow preaching through his faithful interpreter

me. You will have to live with the 
tease until I can tell you her story 
someday.

� anks for all your prayers and 
support. God bless you as much 
as He has us.

In Christ,
Mike Creiglow
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A WONDERFUL MONTH + FRUIT OF BFM

March 19, 2024
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
� is month has been a won-

derful month with many won-
derful moments in our ministry. 
We pray and hope you all have 
had a wonderful month also. 

We are working more and 
more to help our members work 
together and have more fellow-
ship. Since everyone lives far 
away from each other it is great 
to have fellowship. � is week a 
lady in our church wanted to 
have a thanksgiving dinner and 
service. We had the service. A 
husband who also went wanted 
to have a surprise happy birthday 
for his wife. � e time together 
was wonderful. 

� ere is a man who has a tour-
ist business. Every year at the end 
of the season he has a thanksgiv-
ing service with all his workers 
and their families. He invites us 
every year. We always try to go. 
It is a wonderful time of fellow-
ship. What is so wonderful also 
is that the pastor of the church 
there is fruit of Baptist Faith 
Missions. � e � rst pastor there 
was Bro. Hatcher and the father 
of the pastor who is there now. 
One of the ladies who was there 
was saved when Bro. Hatcher 
was preaching. God continues 
blessing BFM. May this ministry 
continue reaching lost souls. 

� is Sunday we did something 
totally di� erent with the Sunday 
school group. We had Sunday 
School at our house. We have 
lakes that have � sh. So, we had 

our study by one of them and 
everyone went to the lake to 
� sh for their lunch. Everyone 
had fun and caught enough 
� sh for lunch. � en we went 
and prepared lunch. Everyone 
had a great time and enjoyed 
the time for fellowship. Kathy 
and I thank God for this land 
we live on and the area that 
can be used for fellowship 
with others. 

� e camp we are building 
is coming along. We already 
have three buildings covered. 
We can already use it for a day 

Sunday School at the Barros Home

together. As we can, we will close 
the building to have camp. 

We want to thank all of you for 
your prayers and support. God 
continues to bless our lives and 
ministry and giving us wisdom and 
strength each day. 

Love in Christ our Savior,
Odali and Kathy Barros

Fellowship

@bfmnow

Follow us on social media

View more pictures on our 
FaithWorks Blog at 

bfmnow.org

Odali & Kathy 
Barros
odali_kathy@hotmail.com
Iranduba, Amazonas
Brasil, S.A.

The son of Pastor Ebernon who 
worked with Kathy’s dad, John A. 

Hatcher. He is the pastor of the church 
there. 

Camp structure being built

Camp structure being built

Thanksgiving Service

mailto:odali_kathy@hotmail.com
https://www.bfmnow.org/a-wonderful-month-fruit-of-bfm/
https://www.bfmnow.org/a-wonderful-month-fruit-of-bfm/
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BFM SPRING
CONFERENCE
Friday & Saturday
April 12-13, 2024

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
Fairborn, OH

"The Preeminence of Christ"

Friday, April 12
6:30- Opening- Pastor Mark Pyles
6:35- Special Music
6:40- Congregational Singing
6:45- Message - “Christ’s Preeminence in 
Creation” - Pastor Kevin Ridder
Chillicothe Baptist Church, Chillicothe, Ohio
7:30- 7:45- Break
7:45- Special Music
7:50- Congregational Singing
7:55- Message - “Christ’s Preeminence over the 
Church” - Dr. Sheridan Stanton; 
Veteran Missionary to Peru (32 years) and now pastor of 
Berea Baptist Church, Hiddenite, NC

Saturday, April 13
9:00- Welcome and BFM Update- David Pitman
9:15- Special Music
9:20- Congregational Singing
9:25- Message - “Christ’s Preeminence in 
Reconciliation” - Pastor Landon Copley
Cedar Grove Baptist Church, Standing Ground, KY
10:10- 10:25- Break
10:25- Zoom with BFM missionary
10:40- Special
10:50- Congregational Singing
10:50- Message - Missions Report
Sheridan Stanton on Peru and Mark Pyles on Brazil trip
11:35- 1:00- Lunch
1:00- Zoom with BFM missionary
1:15- Special
1:20- Congregational Singing
1:25- Message - “Christ’s Preeminence in the 
Ministry” -Pastor Terry Adkins; 
New Hope Baptist Church, Dearborn Heights, MI
2:10-2:15- Closing- Pastor Mark Pyles

Contact Info
Grace Baptist Church

2920 Beaver Valley Road
Fairborn, Ohio 45324
Pastor Mark Pyles

Email: pastormark@gbcfairborn.com
Cell: 304-545-0603

Follow us online for updates!
www.bfmnow.org/faithworks-blog

www.facebook.com/BFMnow
www.twitter.com/BFMnow

www.instagram.com/BFMnow

Judson & 
Raquel Hatcher
judsonhatcher@gmail.com 
(859) 317-1192
São Paulo, Brasil

SCENES FROM SÃO PAULO

Family Day CampPastor Elieser baptizing a young man

Pastors and Leaders ConferenceWorship at the Pastors and Leaders Conference

Jud Training Future Leaders through SoccerFuture Leaders

Family Day CampPastors and Leaders Conference

mailto:pastormark@gbcfairborn.com
http://www.bfmnow.org/faithworks-blog
http://www.facebook.com/BFMnow
http://www.twitter.com/BFMnow
http://www.instagram.com/BFMnow
mailto:judsonhatcher@gmail.com
https://www.bfmnow.org/bfm-spring-conference-2024/
https://www.bfmnow.org/scenes-from-sao-paulo-3/
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You can make a
secure donation online with a 
check or credit card. 
Just click the Give button
on our homepage at
www.bfmnow.org

Give
Online



WAYS TO GIVE

Mail a 
Check
All o� erings should be addressed to: 

BFM, c/o George Sledd
P.O. Box 471280
Lake Monroe, FL 32747-1280

If your o� ering is for a speci� c 
missionary or project, it should be so 
designated.

The greatest need each month is for 
the Missionary Support Fund.

BFM Outreach at CBTS 
National Conference
     We are thankful for opportunities to introduce 
BFM to new friends! In March, we were blessed 
to have a booth at Covenant Baptist Theological 
Seminary’s national conference in La Grange, 
Kentucky, where there were 600 people in 
attendance. 
     Darrell Messer, Greg Winn, Steve Wainright, 
and Josh Wilson went to represent Baptist Faith 
Missions and talk with those who came by our 
display. There were many people inquiring 
about BFM. It is our prayer that God would 
lead other pastors and churches to come on 
board to partner and help us with missions. 
   We are available to present at conferences 
and churches in the region to share more about 
BFM and how the Lord is working through 
our missionaries. If you are interested, send us 
a message through the Contact form on our 
website at www.bfmnow.org/contacts. 

View past issues of the BFM News 
& Reports in our Legacy Library! 
Scan the QR Code to visit and view 
more. 

This includes paper 
copies starting with our 
very fi rst printed edition 
of "The Mission Sheets" 
from 1942.

Darrell Messer with conference attendees

Darrell Messer with Jim Scott Orrick

Darrell Messer and Greg Winn
(Emmanuel Baptist Church of Bellbrook, Ohio)

Steve Wainright and Josh Wilson
(New Life Baptist Church of Lexington, KY)

http://www.bfmnow.org
http://www.bfmnow.org/contacts
https://portals.icheckgateway.com/BFMNow/
https://www.bfmnow.org/our-legacy/
https://www.bfmnow.org/bfm-outreach-at-cbts-national-conference-2/
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PRAY & PRAISE
► ODALI & KATHY BARROS: PRAISE 
GOD for wonderful times of 
fellowship and services! PRAISE 
GOD for the fruit of BFM that was 
seen this month! [P 5]
►MIKE & BEVERLY CREIGLOW: 
PRAISE GOD for a blessed trip 
up the Juruá River! PRAY for the 
congregations and leaders in 
these river villages. [P 8]
► JOHN MARK & JUDY HATCHER: 
PRAISE GOD for the French ladies 
showing interest and delight in 
reading God’s Word! PRAY the 
Lord would keep drawing them 
to Himself. PRAY for the new 
university-aged meetings. [P 3]
► JUD & RAQUEL HATCHER: PRAISE 
GOD for His blessings on the 
pastors and leaders conference. 
PRAY as they disciple and 
evangelize student-athletes and 
their parents. [P 6]
► AJ & BARBARA HENSLEY: PRAISE 
GOD for how He is at work in the 
lives of the seminary students! PRAY 
for their health and travel plans. 
[P 2]
► ROGER & JULIE TATE: PRAISE GOD 
for good times of fellowship with 
future pastors and ministers! PRAY 
the results of the Gospel message 
proclaimed in Kinoo would be far-
reaching and enduring. [P 1]

Pray also for our other faithul 
missionaries not in this issue: 

► BOBBY & CHARLENE WACASER

...IN THIS ISSUE
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

March 21, 2024
Dear Brethren,
Another wonderful mission trip this 

month. � is time up the Juruá River. For 

this trip I prepped my boat. It took a couple 
of days to get the engine running a� er the 
long stoppage because of my health issues. 
Pastors Ezi and Benjamim went with me 
for the very long run to Tipisca, Peru.

On a Sunday night I preached to a 
crowd of over 600 at First Baptist Church. 
On Monday morning at 5:00AM I was up 

A TRIP UP THE JURUÁ RIVER INTO PERU, 
TRAINING LEADERS

Spring Missions Conference
APRIL 12 - 13, 2024

Details & Full Schedule inside on page 6

Sunday Morning Crowd in Tipisca, Peru
Mike & Beverly 
Creiglow
mdcreig@hotmail.com
Caixa Postal 24
Cruzeiro do Sul, Acre, Brazil 69980

Continued inside
on page 4 - CREIGLOW
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