J F BRANDON BAPTIST MISSIONARY
Cruzeiro do Sul, Akre, Brazil, South America

Wheaton T11l
April 1942

I received a letter dated March 25 1942 from Mrs Ida I, Nelson of
1918 ¥ Easton St Tulsa Okla, Sister Nelson has given me permission to
use the letter in mimeograph form, It speaks for itself and is the April

) ‘Letter to you in the interest of Missionary Joe F Brandon$s work in Bra--

il. The letter read as follows:
Dear lir Overbey

My heart was made glad on receipt of your February mimeographed let=
ter concerning our dear Brother Joe F Brandon and the work he*has been
pernfitted to do in that remote corner of Brazil S. A, (Acre) Akri,

Over thirty years ago a colored believer (Baptist) went up into that
section of Brazil. Through his faith, life and witnessing quite a number
of rubber gatherers were converted and met regularly for worship, even
building a crude shed for the meetings. Repeatedly this brother begged
for a missionary to visit them and baptize the Believers,

Mr A E Helson and I his wife were the first Baptist Missionaries in
the great Amazon Valley, Mr Nelson going out in 1891 and I leaving New
York December 25 1892, No Missionary Society would send workers to that
‘part of Brazil. High cost of living and yellow fever, so other needy fi-

~ elds were given preference, Hence we went on faith trusting Him who cale

led us to that spcecial field to care for us, It was not casy to gain the
confidence of the people, who so long had becn undcr priest control,

Brazil had  just becn proeclaimcd a Republie in 1889 and religious
libcerty grantced, Feb 2 1897 we werc permittcd to organizc the first Bap-
tist Church in the Amazon Valley with 11 members, Five wore Bgptized by
Solomon Luis Ginsburg thc converted Jew, who we had asked to come to our
assistance, as Mr Nclson was not yot ordained. Four were already Baptist.
from thc Statc of Macieo, Mr Nelson and mysclf making thc number 11, Be-
forc long on rccommendation of othoer Missionarics, our Southcern Baptist
Forcign Mission Board offcrcd us some hclp, which we grcatly acccpted.
-This was at Belem, State of Para, mouth of the Amazon river,

On returning from our first furlough in 1899 to April 1900 we locat-
ed at Manaos nearly 1000 miles up the Amazon river. The Board soon grant-
ed us full salary. The expenses were heavy but the generosity of the be-
lievers and God's blessing soon enabled the churech organized October 5
1900 to buy a,fine lot and put up a temporary building without ealling
for any help either from the States or sister churches in Brazil, Later

~—the now existing substantial building was erected under the same conditio
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All the while we were praying, writing and begging for workers and a
launch, so as to be able to better reach the interior people., After 20
years the Baptist Church in Murray Ky gave $3000,00 for a launch, A con-
verted leper made and presented the first boat to Mr Nelson to aid in tra-
veling., He was from some distance up the Madeira river a tributary of the
Amazon, With all this vast territory to cover, Mr Nelson was not able to
make the long trip up into the Akri (Acre) territory. Finally the man ca
down to attend the Convention and was ordained to go back and baptize the
believers which he did.
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The Acre is extensive and is reached by two different rivers, his work
was not in the seetion where Brother Brandon works, That man left or die
and later the Presbyterians started work there.

How we re301ced when Dr Boyce Taylor from Murray Ky came and saw the
field ripe unto*harvest and decided to start Faith Missions, as our Board
did not have money mpr men to send to this field, Four families were sen
out, but the Brandons are the only ones who have persevered, 'gone into on
of the remotest corners of Brazil and established a good, built{ on the
Bible, work,

Both Mr and Mrs Brandon have von the respect of the people whercver
they have lived, endearcd themselves through their consecrated self sacri-
ficing livcs. I tmow whorcof I speak, the Brandons have bccn cntcrtained
in our home both vhcen they rcturncd from a furlough and later when all of
them were scriously ill. We werc entcrtained in their home both in Manae
and also in Para beforc they scttled permanently in the Acrce Ve camc ho
mc¢ in Dcecmber 1936, We both desircd to go back aftcr a furlough, but my
impaircd hcalth and Mr Nelson's age 75 ycars, according to oeur Boards rul
would not allow him to go back, Still through thc insistent call of our
Brazilian belicvers the Board gave consent for Mr Nelson to return for a
short termeq The Lord called Mr Nelson on high June the 17th 1939, in
Manaos, where he was laid to rest where he had served,

Do you vonder that my heart ached when the notice went out that Mr
Braqaon would not be allowed to return to Brazil, knowing how dear that
work was to their hearts? ‘For a long period of tnme my health preveated
mny being vith Mr Nelscon in the tropics, Mr Nelson bravely returned for
three terms of service without me, Then the happy day when we both went
together in 1928, 7TFor over 8 years we had the privilege of traveling and
working over this vast territory.establishing new churches and encouragin:
the older ones, seeing the Lord calling out natives to serve in the viney

1L Mr§9Brandon is unable to go back at present, dont let that keep
Brother Brandon from going., He has been triecd and knows what he is giving
to. . The JLord will keen him for His glory and.give him delly grace and
strength for the work, How oftem I wish I could have been with my dear
husband that last year. We finished 45 years before we came home in 1936.
Qur sccond son was in the World War, not wounded, but from the effects was
entircly disablecd, spent four ycars with us the last time in Brozil, came
home and groew worsv, but was with mc when Mr Nelson went bock alone.
Sccncd that was my work then., He is now in a'Yetcrants Hospitel in Littlc
Rock Ark, Hc is 2 sincore Christian., Your work heas my prayurs and inter-
Ust' 5 . s

Financially o small annuity docs not pcrmit ruch giving, but God
can touch the hearts of thosc who have, May rich blussings bc yours.

" » Sinecrcly yours

(Signcd) Mrs Ida’ L Nelson



