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I reoei‘ved a letter dated hlarch 25 1942 from We Ida L Nelson of
1918 7.‘ Easton St mlsa Okla. 81‘ster JIelson has gi'ven m pemission to

‘ use the letter 1‘n mimeobf'raph form. It speacls for itself and is the Apri'l
.letter to you 1'n the interest of Missionary Joe F BrandonCs work in Bra—-

-1 1'1. fie letter read as follows.'

Dear 1.""'m Overbey

141"y heart was m'ade pglad 011 recei‘pt of you February m1'meog'raphed let-
ter concernl'ng our dear Brother Joe F Brandon and the tvork heohas been
perd‘i'tted to do in tliat rern‘ote corner of Bra21'l S. A. (Acre) Ml'.

Over mirty years ago a colored bell'ever (Bapti’st) Vient up 1'n_to that
sect1‘o.q' of Bra21'l. mrouéoh hl's fal'th, ll'fe and witness1'ng quite a nmber
of rubo‘er gathe—rers were converted and .met rewlarly for worshi'p, even
bu1'ld1'ng a crude sn‘ed for thor meetl'ngs. Repeatedly thi's brother begged
for a m1‘551'wunary to v1'51't them and bapti'ze the Bell'evers. -

1w A hr~“ ‘I-~“'elson and I hi's w1'fe m’ere the fl'rst Baniti'st .li"1'851'onaies 1'n
the great mzo.n Valley, Mm Nelson g01'ng out 1'n 1891 and I leav1‘ng .Ilew

p Yor-rV Deacember 20“ 1892. No livl'ss1'onwy Soci‘ety would send “Yorkers to that
-“part of Brazil. Air‘igh cost of li-v1'ng and yellow fever, so other needy fi-

elds we‘roes‘ give-n p'ro)'foarenoe. IIanco we went on' fal‘th trustl'ng ;_J.'m' .who cal-
lo"d Us to that 51‘)o<"ol'al fl‘le‘ld to care} -for us. It was not p-" asy to gal'n the
confl'doenceJ of tn‘o-* 7*)oio¢y,)‘le>, who so long had bo’o-n undo-r pri‘c-st control.

Brazil had J‘ust bp"o‘n proclai‘r.ao d a Ro>publ1'c 1'n. 1889 Md rel1‘g1‘ous
11'borty granto-e‘. Feb 2 1897 we-'r tvo‘vro- 1_3p"'m1lttbd to organl'zc thb' fl'lrst Bap—
tl'st C,‘t“uroh 1'n the~‘ Mazon Valloxy txrl'th ll me-~mbo"rs. Fivb" .;"'oro'= mtl'Zu"‘d by
Solomo.n Luis G1'nsburg» thp“ COHVp‘rtp"‘d Jo"-w, who two had asked‘ to come‘- to em
a351'stanoe, as 1‘.'m .Nv"’lSOH was not yo-t orda1’no>d. “Four w\o—re‘ already B.,apt1'st
fro*1ntho-* Stato- of 11.1“acio-)o, Nl-r DIv"lSOH and mYSL’lf mfli'ng thc- inr‘~nber 11. Bb"-
foro‘ long oin ro'loomendatl‘on of otho'r~M'1‘ssionar1'os, ow Souths-rm Bapti'st
Fore 1'gn i\.i'1's‘sion Board offo'ro-lc. us sme help, nhl'oh we‘ go‘atly acco’pto‘d.
fil’s vvas at Belem, State* of Para, mouth of tho~ mzon ri'ver.

.On retur.n'1'n'g from our fl'r’st fmlough in 183~9 to Aprl"l 1900 m locat—
ed at Itlranaos nearly 1000 m1'1es up the Mazorn r1'ver. The Bomd soon gant-
oad us full salary. The expenses were heavy but the ovener051‘ty of the be—
lieve»=rs d'nd wd's ble351'ng soon enabled the church organl'zed October 5

' 1900 to buy a .fine lot a»nd put up a terxlporary bu1‘ld1‘ng Wi'thout cali‘.ng
for a'ny help e1'ther from the States or 51‘ster churches 1‘n Bra21‘l. Later

thie novv exl'sti’ng‘ substantial buildl'ng «v‘as erected u.uder t.he sane coiuditl'o

M1 the Whl'le vv'e vvere pray1'ng, Mi'tl'nbo alio‘ beg'bal'ng for W-orh"ers and a
launch, so as to be able to better reach the 1'nter1‘or people. Mter 20

fyears the Bapti'st Church in lumray qI’ gave $3000.00 for a launch. A con-
«\ verteo‘ leper mrado‘- and presented the f1rst boat to 1b“ Nelson to aoi d 1'n tra-

, vell'ng. [He Vl‘ab‘ f1‘01n sonle dl'stanee up the Madei‘ra riwr a tributary,r of the
Mazon. uV‘it.h all thl's vast territory to cover, .rm Nelson was not asble to
m.ke the lonbn‘ tr1'_)\ up 1'nto the Mrl‘ (Acre) terrl'tory. Finally the man on
down to a'ttend t‘1-'ez Conve.ntion and ms ordai‘ned to go back and bao$t1'ze the

‘ believers .,"rhich her dl'd.
7': (over)



me Acre 1's extensive anlc_ 1's reached by two different rl'vers, h1's “'ork
x-as not 1‘.n the sectl'on \xr1.1ere Brotn‘er Bra.ndo:1 Viorks. That man left or dl'e
and later the Hesbyterl'ans started worlr' there.

HO.v"' xve re3'01'ced 7x“hen m Boyce Taylor f'ro.mx I.Iurray B one and sari! the
fl‘eld r1‘74u3’e unto'havest and deci ded to start Fal'th 1.11'631'ons, as ow Board
d1'd not hogve m‘oney nol' then to send to thl's fl'eld. Four f'ml'lies .V‘ere se-_n
out, but tllo- Brandons are the only ones who have persevered.‘gone 1 nto o.n
of t.be re-.1“"otest corners of Bra21'l and establl'shed do b‘”00d, bul'lt 0.1 the-
Biblo , work. aW‘J".

 

   
   

   

J

B.oth l.k eon'd T..\Hs Bralnd‘on MVe {Jr"'on tho= respe-ct of the people wherever
t.11ey IJaVL"‘ ll‘VC‘d, oendo“arcad tho~msolvo s throu@ thel'r conso‘ecrate>d self sacri-
f1‘01'_noe ll'vc-s. I “r"‘.1'vowt' .W~ho\ro-of I spo'»‘aP., the'-- Brandons have bo-o‘-n c DtC‘rtal'P‘o‘d
l'n our r1“o;A1“'e"~ botn‘ .."‘hp‘.1‘ tho‘y rc turno' d from a furloug«h a.nd late-r vvn‘ca-L*-' 3.11 of
tllo’~_.1" vr"o"-ro- So-rl‘OJ‘sr‘l3r ill. ui'o‘ y,""oro“ o\nto‘rta1'nosd iln tho 1'r hoch bot.h in J‘x-anao
and also 1'n’ Prfirl es na‘o fore! tfl'p"J" settle o“ o_o*mano*ntlJ" 1'.1‘ thv" Aore-. .1"e) c&eo-" ho‘

m‘o' 1'n‘ Do‘corxn‘bo-l‘ l)<o-"6‘. \V“o> both do-51'r 'd to go back after a furlou@, but my7"
1'm‘pa1'roo‘ lx‘oedlth c,1'nd klfr No’\lson's° ago- 75 yo-ars, accordl'noo to our Beads rul
W'ould not allo..v' ‘1"1.1u‘ to go back. Stl‘ll t.hrou@ thov 1'n51'stol’nt cell of our
Bru21’11'dfin bb’ll'b“VL.ru° tho‘ Board gave consent for Ad‘r I.\Telso.n to ret'un_- for a
slhort t"‘erm. me Lord corlled_ 1M Nelson on h1‘g.“ Juone the 17th 1959, 1'“.-.'
M.conaos, t7‘11ere he .I1n'dros lal‘d to rest L.'*here he nhad served.

D'o you r.."ondoexr t_ha»t‘ ~my he1__,rt ac_h*ed -vvhen tn..‘e n'Outl'ce twe.nt out tn‘“et r.,1“-r
Bra.q'd‘ov.1 Y'Jould loot be “ello'.."'o—L-.‘~ to retur:.1‘ to Brau"1'l, krno.w1'_ng hO\.V' ddeeoI t-l'*‘-det
wwork *¢J-..’“o to thel’r heio'rts? 'For d“‘ long __‘3’-er1‘od of tm'.e l-J“y heedlth .oreven_;ted
.y‘1“'y* be1‘_-.1’Ux1"‘ V.“'1‘tp“ T»_'h -I“elsorn 1".1‘ t,.he tropl'cs. ._LI"rr lvl“elson bredvely returned for
tl_1ree term‘sor of sserv1'cc «."”l.tfl101’b* .m’. men trle hoc.o_pvv don-y Vin‘en s..”-e bot_'y~‘ .('--‘e_nt
tog‘ethrer ieq‘ 1928. For ov-er 8 yer_1rs \7‘.'e 11st.d thee D_r1'v1'lebre of trtoo'vell'ng and
r.7.‘or}r*1'..ng“ovo-r thl's vast. terrl'u"orWJ‘estLfl-bll'shl'neb‘.“- ne,.*t‘- c.d‘d“rcheo° L.~on d e11c0d‘r_ero.°c1‘n
tlle oldc-1° ones, SGC’llxjg tn‘e Lord colll'ng out‘ ljtqtl'VL‘b‘ to serve 1'11 u+.n‘e Vl'rl‘e}"

If 7...‘A"IS‘i"'Bra‘ndo.n 19° unable to go >bac.r"~ Lit D.res‘e_n-t, dont let thernt keep
Brother Brn..“rq'dorn fro".q“ g01'ng‘*-. ;{*o n‘do-s been trl-L"L.‘ .-o.n.d lmxoyv"s .w"(_r.1‘dn-t .he 1‘s ‘b‘«1‘v1'_n{
to. me.Loro_‘ I..v'1'll keelo_ hrl“n1 f_ or H1‘s glory ~andgive hl‘drdp_1‘l-y bcrace rend
streingth for t'he ,."'ork. H0\."h' often I vv1'sh I could hroove been‘ \J’l’tn‘ .m‘y de."r
hug"bc1nd trhtl't ld"ls"t y'e-,_".r. vV"'e f1'n1 she d 45 yettors bef_ore \."e cmeo‘ howl 1‘r1 1936.
Ow s‘o oond son \.".°rs- 1'.n the W"'r ‘d vWar, not .rvoundoed, bd‘t frolu tr_o'e efft* cts \.-~"r.r':
o«‘nt1‘ro*ly d1's«t."bloec-‘, sg-olnt four yo\:_firs \4“1"th us tine-’ llfist tm"‘e\ 1'rr R~r_.“~21'l, c.-om-e~"
ho.n'o.'- .o.1‘- d o’-r*o\-r." .vx‘rors‘o' , bd‘t 7."c.os‘ \V‘l‘th 1no .V‘~ho"11 L1"r IJo‘lson' ~.""L"11t D o.“C_k t.“ lone.
So‘ro"rao“-d t11‘...ot .4"_.’"'s"- xn'u*r 1/‘-"ork‘ t‘ho'-11. li'o‘ 1‘s no.v* 1'rn Lt“ Yb‘ to\'r‘r”n's Hoso_1'u+eol 1'n LittlL
Roek Mk. .q.ov‘ 1's 4_'- 51.nCLlru Chri-st1'-.on. Your .v'ork hln3 my Derqyors e'wnd into-‘r-
est. -

r’l'no_.nc1'(kollJ" ‘.ov smr.oll rd.n.n-u1‘tjr dOu“S 11‘ot Doorm't rauch g1‘v1‘ng, but Wd
or."n' touch thu hotorten of thoso' .who ha v0. 1.1J’a.f‘ rl'oh blo-ssirngs ben yours.

Sl'nco"‘ro'lv_ yours

(Sl'go-d) hire Ida'L IIo" [son


