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PLITTLE THINCS"

Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings? (Luke 12:6).Yet
the price of s _arrows were two for one farthing (Matt 10:29). So we
conclude that ..ith the purchase of four sparrows, one was given free.
This sparrow g.ven extra, seemed to have no value with the vender but
it must be the ONE Jesus referred to in Luke 12:6, or may we say the
fifth sparrow, so lightly esteemed by man but remembered by God. At
times have we not felt that we occuvied the place of the fifth spar-

row? But God remembered.

"Fear not little flock" said Jesus addressing his diciples (Luke
12:52), and they were indeed little in more ways than one. They left
their father, mother, wife, children, brothers and sisters, yes and
had hated their own lives also (Luke 14:26) just to follow Jesus and
become the castaways of men, What rest and comfort home life might
offer, what happiness there might be found among loved ones, must now
be forsaken for the love of another whose inspiration is mighty and
far reaching, yes to the division of home ties (Heb 4:12-13). 'Tere
not these same dicinles later sent to preach the gospel to all

nations (Matt 28:16-20)°?

They were little in so much as they had been deprived of a 1it-
erary education. In this they were not the equal of the leaders of
the Jewish religion, yet after the Lord had spoken seven important
parables on the kingdom of heaven, as recorded in Matt thirteen, He
said unto them "Have ye understood all théese things? They say unto
him, Yea Lord." (Matt 13:51). I wonder if the Jewish rabbis under-
stood? I wonder if the intelligence of today have so thoroughly mas-
tered the unerring word? They were little in faith(Mark 4:40). They
were little in courage (Matt 26:56). At times they were childish (Mar
9:53-37). They were little in that they would avoid’sacrifice

(Matt 16:21-25).

What is swaller than a mustard seed, which three times is dis-
cussed by inspircd writers in the New Testament, the kingdom of heav-
en being likened unto this small secd? Service rcndered to one of the
Lord's little ones will be richly rewarded, while an offence to one
of these will bring a rebuke from the Master (Matt 10:42 18:6,10,14).
The children of II John 1, or the new born babes of I Peter 2:2 will
bhe rewardcd for the little things whercin they are found faithful

(Luke 19:37).

A believer comes to the understanding of the scripturcs, little
by little (Isa 28:10-15). It was a little maiden who revealed the
grcat truth of salvation in the hous?hold of Neaman (IIKings 5:2-4).
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And thc lamb sacrificed Tor thc wayfaring man 4in tl#e parablc of
Nathan, was little(IISa. 12:3), "hile just a little honcy made thc cycs
of Jonathon to soarkle (ISam 14:29), as dous the sweot mcats of the Spir-
it enlighten the cy.s of the ncw born babes 1ip Christ. Despisc not the
small things (Zach 4:10). For it is tho littlc foxes that spoill thc vine:
(Song of S 2:15). Liss thc Son while his anger is kindled but a littlc
(Ps 2:12) Yct a littlce while and He shall aopear in glory (Heb 10:37)

wnat is smallcr in thce cstimation of mcn than an indepcendont miss-
ion work launchcd by one of thc Lord's scrvants at thce back side of the
duscrt? The work referrcd to lies in the foothills of the Andcs mount-
ains on the upper Jurua rivcer in Brazil. The missionary ciforts werc made
in this rcgion in 1926 when the missionary went there ia answer to a calil
of thc¢ Lord to estimatc the ficld in vicw of rcturning -with his faaily.

From thc¢ very first therc has boen great opposition, this becing onc
of the bust fortlflbc voints of thc Roman Catholic church in - thc Amazon
vallcy. In rceent ycars however thoerc has boon lusg'nyrsbcutlon for som.
of thc most influcntial citizoens havce boeen convertod and somc OUhUrs have
bcen convinecd of the truth of the gospcl, thesce indircetly bpcoming its
dcfenders. There arc now morc than two hundrua baptizcd belicvers in
these parts, which go to makc up the membership of two activc churches.
e have lost more than fifty by death and by moving away. Five rucoznizuc
lcadcers, popular beczusce of their spirituality and proven ability to loac
the belicvers in the nsrogress of truth, have been callcd from thosc bodi.
Our prcscnt mcmbershin includes the most promising group of young p.ople
knotn to the writer. Their activitics have boen inspiring from the first.

The scopc of the influuncce of thesc churches is far rcaching. Hundr-
cds of mil.s awray, syiupathetic fri.nds admirce the courage of thosc vho
have comc out aad madce a stand for Christ, renouncing. the rceligion of
thieir fathers. Hardly a ook passas but woe recuive invitations from ro-
inotu parts of &1 fiuléd, calling us to visit thuem and to speak to thum
in the¢ torms of the gospil. In timis past when it has bcen our good for-
tunc to sojourn waon thoesc unlﬂllrhtvnbd People, o pnave boun amazed to
su. thu inturoest manifosted by thum, so much that we are cncouraged to
vxtuné our activitics into the runlons buyond the prospects being brigh-

tor than at any oth.or timc.

The missionary has no .intcntion ol abandoning this -work for it is
onc that the Lord bijan and to his knowledsge the ‘call has not yot been
ruvvoked,: Our intontion is. for the family to rumain in the Stat.s for the
present and him to roeturn and continue with thoe work. as soon as possible
Our only ambition in 1lifc is %0 scC thoe pro Iruss of uhis work to thu
sglory of the Lord Jusus Carict, '

. ,.v”wr"

Fricnd as to the inv.ostunont you arc aaliing 'rith the Lord, have you
figur.d missions in your vic.kly budzets If not would ;ou not like to
consid.r on. of thc Lordts little fi_lds, occupicC by onc of th. Lord's
littl. scrvants, who is vndcavoring to =alik by faith and r.ct only upon
th. conforting promlsus of GOD? Thc opportuaity is yours for praycr and
then to act upon as the Lord may l.ad end bluss.

Sincor.ly
J T Brandon

P S A letter froua the mission field says that there has been thirty
conversion and tuenty four baptisms recently.
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